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Dear Friends,

There’s no question that 2015 was a year of dramatic, often turbulent events for American Jews.
Terror attacks in Paris, San Bernardino and Jerusalem. A battle royale in Washington over the
nuclear agreement with Iran. Elections in Israel. The Syrian refugee crisis. And the beginnings of
aU.S. presidential campaign that has upended conventional political wisdom at every turn.

In our 119th year, the Forward covered every one of these events and many more, with our
characteristically fearless reporting, meticulous editing, and fresh, deeply informed analysis not
found anywhere else in the Jewish world.

But we did more than just cover these stories. We made history by sendinga senior writer directly
to Iran—the first time ajournalist froma Jewish media outlet was able to report from inside
that country since its 1979 Islamic revolution. Here at home, we weren’t satisfied with the official
answers we were getting. So our editor-in-chief sat down with President Obamain the Oval
Office to ask him some tough questions onarange of critical issues—and got answers that
helped shape the conversation.

Beyond the news, we also took time to appreciate the things that delight our senses, elevate
our spirits,and bring meaning to our lives: the arts, cuisine, books, spirituality,and humor.
The Forward’s exploration of our Jewish culture, in all its rich variety, has never been more
important, more surprising—or more fun.

Even as we moved the conversation forward, we haven’t forgotten our roots. The mameloshn
isalive and well in the pages of the Yiddish Forverts, with topical coverage of ideas and trends,
articles about history and culture,and news of Yiddish life around the world.

Of course, none of this would have been possible without your support. We are grateful for the
generosity of our many donors throughout the community. Year inand year out, you're here for

us,and you demonstrate that the Forward is an indispensable source of information, connection

and inspiration for American Jews. Zayt gezunt.

L Nnl, S houf

SAMUEL NORICH .-'-I. JACOB MOROWITZ
Publisher and CEO / Chair of the Board




Thank You

The Forward Association gratefully acknowledges
theindividuals and organizations listed below and

later in this report, whose gifts made between
January1and December 31,2015, helped sustain
the Forward asavibrant,independent Jewish
media organization for readers today and for

future generations.
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. News

IN THE MIDST of last summer’s debate surrounding the Iran
nuclear agreement, the Forward made a bold move: we sent
our intrepid news editor Larry Cohler-Esses onareporting
mission to Iran. His accounts of Iranian attitudes—from those
of religious and political leaders to those of average citizens—
toward America, Israel, and the Jewish people were nothing
short of astounding.

Just afew weeks later, the Forward’s editor-in-chief, Jane Eisner, was invited to the
White House for an exclusive interview with President Obama. Jane asked the Presi-
dentaseries of penetrating questions about the Iran deal, the U.S.-Israel relationship,
and his relationship with the American Jewish community,and got answers that were
thoughtful, deeply considered,and, to a degree, surprising.

We also covered the frightening rise in violent attacks by Palestinians against Israeli
Jews that beganin 2015, sparked by false rumors of an Israeli takeover of the Temple
Mountin Jerusalem. In the midst of that violence, we published a story by our Middle
East correspondent, Naomi Zeveloff, about Jewish-Arab co-existence in Haifa, “the city
that refuses to hate,” that was both inspired and inspiring.

We found further inspiration in staff writer Paul Berger’s story about an Orthodox
charity that saves lives by promoting kidney donations—and an African American
church leader considering whether to adopt a similar model for his community. And
our hearts went out to the older adults described in staff writer Nathan Guttman’s
piece about the decline of a once-thriving group of B’nai Brith Jewish senior homes.
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the Forward

| Culture |

2009 2015

AT THE FORWARD, our coverage of Jewish cultureisn’t
incidental—it’s an essential aspect of our DNA. As the paper
that first introduced writers like Isaac Bashevis Singer and
Elie Wiesel to American audiences, the Forward’s legacy
demands that we continue to celebrate the writers, artists,
musicians,actors, chefsand others responsible for our
ever-evolving Jewish cultureinallits dazzling diversity.

In 2015, we introduced “Soundtrack of Our Spirit,” a new interactive, digital project
at the Forward. Readers were asked to nominate the best and most inspiring

new voices in Jewish music; we received 300 nominations and featured the top

12 selections—ranging from classical cantorial solos to folk-style tunes—on our
website. The result was a marvelous display of talent that was both entertaining
and uplifting.

Other highlights included opinion editor Sigal Samuel’s fascinating chronicle

of her search for her Indian Jewish roots; contributing writer Debra Nussbaum
Cohen’s review of the second season of “Transparent,” explaining why this cultural
phenomenonis,indeed, the “Jewiest” television show ever; an exploration by our
food editor, Liza Schoenfein, of aremarkable new trend of Israeli haute cuisine in
the United States;and deputy culture editor Ezra Glinter’s lyrical review of three
simultaneous museum exhibits examining Coney Island’s rich history and its place

. L The Life and
inour shared imagination. Death and Life
of Coney Island

EZRA GLINTER
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' Opinion !

“TWO JEWS, THREE OPINIONS.” A cliché, perhaps, but it
captures the essence of the Forward’s opinion journalism.
Adiversity of viewpoints is a Forward hallmark. For example,
we published pieces by two well-known writers, Deborah
Lipstadt and Anne Roiphe, with very different perspectives on
the Jewish community’s response to the Syrian refugee crisis.

We've never been afraid to challenge the positions espoused by the institutions
that serve our community—and in 2015, we upheld this Forward tradition in many
instances. When the Reconstructionist movement announced its decision
toadmitand ordain intermarried rabbis, our editor-in-chief Jane Eisner explained
why she felt this was a serious mistake—and why it matters to the broader

Jewish community.

Our editor-at-large, J.J. Goldberg, has written some of the opinion journalism of
which we’re most proud. His opinions, while forceful, are carefully argued and always
grounded in rigorous, painstaking research. A prime example is his piece analyzing
the points of divergence between Netanyahu and his security experts.

The Forward’s reputation is such that when a national figure seeks to address

the Jewish community, we’re the natural venue. Thus, former Secretary of State and
presidential candidate Hillary Clinton chose the Forward for her statement
reaffirming the U.S.-Israel relationship.



' Yiddish DEIPNND |

IN 2015, the Yiddish Forverts continued to inform, connect,
provoke and entertain its readers with lively commentary and
insightful journalism, exploringa broad range of subjects of
interest to both native Yiddish speakers and new students of
the language.

Some of our most memorable articles chronicled the year’s milestone Yiddish
cultural happenings. During the run-up to the Academy Awards®, we interviewed
Geza Rohrig, the star of Son of Saul which ultimately won the best foreign language
Oscar®. Rohrig describes his personal journey to reclaim his Jewish roots. We also
reported onthe launch party,inahip East Village watering hole, for the new online
Yiddish scholarly and cultural publication, In Geveb.

Inaddition, we explored the complex encounter between individuals in Hasidic and
ultra-Orthodox communities and the modern world. For example, we reviewed
Samuel 613,a remarkable short film about ayoung man who goes “off the path”
inaLondon Satmar neighborhood. We interviewed transgender, ex-Hasid Abby
(formerly Abe) Stein, who tells her unique story of transition to womanhood. And
we published the personal account of popular ex-Hasidic blogger Ari Mandel.

Son of Saul Star |
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Shirley Elfie

Ceil Englander

William Fox Jr.
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Samand Esther Climo

Hyman Cohen, my zayde
Samuel Aaron Cohen
TobyS.Cohen
James Edward Dalton
Hill, Hanaand
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Jordan Farkas
ReginaFeingold
Morrie Feller
Helenand Jack Ferentz
Figgy the Movie Starr
Robert Fireman
Brian Fink
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aForvertsreader until
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Harry Grant

Louis Green
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Philip Hamburger
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Mildred Hand

Abraham Handler

William Handler
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Audrey Hartglass
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Dr.Louis |. Helfand

Melvin A.Heller
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Mary F.Hellerstein
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Sabineand Adolph
Hoffmann
Mary Hollander
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Memorial Fund
Dr.GabrielHorn
Gladysand
Bertram Hornstein
Bobbye J.Horwith
PaulaHyman
Larry/Jake Jackofsky
Fani Jacobson
Lottie Jonas
Mildred Kagan
JackKahn,
aYiddish Forward reader
Ruthand William Kaimowitz
Louisand FannieKaiser
LouKallus
JacobandBessie Keroes
Shirley D.Kamen
ArthurZ.Kamin
Annie and Dick Kaminsky
The Kantor family of
New York (Morris,
Fanny, SylviaKantor,
Aaron, Florence Oser
and Seymour Kantor)
Morrisand Gertrude Kaplan
Mark Kaplan
Razel Kapustin
ReubenandRebecca
Karasic
BenjaminKatz
Mildred Katz
SamKatz
JulieKauffman
Sadieand Sol Kaufman
Alfred Kette
RabbiHayyimand
EstherKieval
JedKlebanoff
Morris Kleinmanand
Harriet Levine
Aaron Konstam
Sylviaand MaxKoral
Helenand Irving Kornbrot

B.Kovner
Morrisand CeliaKraines
Annaand Sam Krantzle
VivianKrasnov
Milton Kuniansky
CeliaKunin
The Kuzmir Family
Randa Ladabaum
Louisand Minnie Laken
Karl Langbord
Anatand Pauline Lazovick
IdaKelman Leibson
IraLerner
A.Alan Leveen
Sam Levine,1892-1984
Max Levine
Hannahand Philip Levinson
Jayand Sarah Levinson
Annabelle Levy
Florence Lewin
Davidand TemaLichtenstein
Leonand Tose Lipkin
Idaand Albert Lipman
Ruthie Lombard
Priska Lomova
CeliaLondon
Sydney Lustgarten
Abrahamand Sonia (Sorin)
Lutzky
Joseph Malnekoff
Geraldine Margulies
Samuel Margulies
Emanuel “Muni” Mark
Adele Markowitz
Julius Markowitz
Leonard Markowitz
Sidneyand
Henrietta Maron
LeoMayers
Burgessand Mary Page
McCranie
Art Medalieand
Chris Papish
Israel Medin
Lou Meltzer
Pauline Lien Meyerowitz
CeliaBogan Meyers
Berthaand Sol Miller
Louisand Florence Mintz
Philip Mizruchy of
Chicago, llinois
Fannie Moidel
ElihuMontag

SiviaMontague

Maurice Moore

Chieland Charlotte
Morgenstein

Morris Moskowitz,
Professor, Judaic
Studies, Rutgers

Elka-Devorabas
Avram-Leyb halLevi z”|
(Dolores Moss of
Willesden, London, UK)

Lawrence Moss

RabbiIsrael Mowshowitz

Louis Natkin,my big brother

Marian Rose Nathan

LenaNewman

Rosie Noorani

Isaac Norich

Feivel Nussbaum
(whoonoccasionwrote
forthe Forward)

Morris Orlinsky

Irving Panush

Alan Kimmel Paskow

Ethel Pearlman

Kenneth D. Pearlman

Walterand Rosalind Perle

My grandmother,
Rose Perper

Nat Peshkin

Anna Chil Pick

Robert Plotkin

Abraham Polansky,
Lillian Polansky

Irving J. Pollack

Aaron Joel Poller

Claraand Max Pordy

Bradfordand
RebeccaPortnoy

Haroldand Ronah Posner

Mario Presman

Yitzhak Rabin

Charlotte Rajgrodski

Jerry Ravski

Bessie Reichek

Nathan Rich

Julius Richman

Ada J.Roberts

PaulRobinstein

David Rogow

Yvonne Rouleau

LouisRosen

SelmaRosen

Sam Rosenblum
Adele Rosenbluth
Dr.MotlRosenbush
Stuart Rosenstein
Maxand Maxine Ross
Samuel Rothfeld
RetaRuben
BerthaRubinstein
Leiser Ruttenberg,
President of the
Loshitzer Society
Rochelle Sable
Luba Salosberg
Marion Salter
GenyaSandler
Dorie Sanfield
Yakhiel Schachner
Morris U.Schappes
Alfred Schlansker
Joseph Schleider
Charles Schmerler
Shmuel Schmidt
Mollie Levine Schraderand
Isadore Schrader
Arondelle Schreiber
Mel (Menachem Mendel)
Schulman
RabbiHarold Schulweis
LauraSeeman
Jack A.Sender
Dr. Jerry Sepinwall
Yakir Shamay
Isadore E. Shapiro
Yetta Shapiro
llana Sharon
Eliasand Faye Sheffes
Larry Shine
Henry Z. Shmayefsky
Herbertand SelmaShore
Israel Shpiegelman
Sadie Shroot
Phyllis Siegel
Stanley Siegelman
JacobSilver
Dr.SamuelSSilver
Celiaand Israel Simon
GrandmaRose
Hollander Simon
Adam Jay Singer
Gloria Joy Sklansky
Mamie and Sam Slomowitz
Eva Smilowitz
Mollyand Sol Smith

Max Sokolowsky
Ruth Solomon
Abraham Somerstein
Robert F.Southard
Jake Spector
R.P.Spiro
AnnStein
Harold Stein
JoshuaStein
Daniel Sterling
Gerald Stillman
Max Stool
Jeanette Elkin Strumwasser
Pola Swietarskiand
Majlech Swietarski
Chaim Szer
Irene S. Tabachnik
Elizabethand Steven Taller
Morrisand Esther Taller
Kateand Ben Taxen
Claraand Hershel Thaler
Morris Tillipman
Julius Tomar
Grazia TotaNedraand
Seymour Ullman
Harry Usherand
Beckie Berman
Bassettand
Catherine Vaughan
Hams von Dohnany
Hyman Waldman
Tibor Samuel Weidringer
Margaret S. Weinberg
Frank N. Weinman
Stewart Simcha Weiss
Abrahamand Rose Welt
Nathan Wenokur
RabbiHarold S. White
Moishe Wicker
Charlotte Rosen Wiener
Rabbi Sherwin Wine
Georges Wolinski
Alice Woll
Ellen Wruble
RaymondF. Zack
Joseph Zacker
EniaZaidel
Eliand Diana Zborowski
Pearland Marcus Zeitz
Morris Zellner
Dr. Neal Zimmerman
Pauline Zuckerman
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